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JUNE. 


Flowers, lovely as the mcniing’s light. 

Weeds, deadly as the Aconite.” 

This plant, on account of its stately growth and 
the beauty of its blossom, often finds a place in 
the garden, and is a great ornament to our shrub- 
beries, as it will grow under the drip of trees, 
and in places where other plants will not flourish. 
Its native countries are the woody regions of Ger- 
many, France, and Switzerland ; but it has been 
introduced into'E eg and many years since, and is 
now found undoubtedly wild in many localities, 
especially on the banks of the river Teme in Here- 
fordshire, and in great abundance by the sides of 
some of the brooks and rivulets in Monmouth- 
shire, by the side of a stream at Ford, Somerset- 
shire, and also in Devonshire and Cornwall. 

Owing to its common cultivation the Monks- 
wood often produces baneful effects on children, 
who unwittingly chew the flowers or leaves, for 
every part of the plant is poisonous, although the 
root is unquestionably the most so. On being 
chewed itfirstexcites a slight sensation of acrimony, 
and afterwards a numbness at the tip of the tongue, 
and a b rning sensation in other parts of the 
mouth, accompanied with shiverings. The juice 
applied to a wound produces very serious symp- 
toms. This plant has had the name of Wolfsbane 
applied to it on account of the fatal effects of the 
root on many of the lower animals. The ancients 
considered this plant to have been invented by 


the monkswood. 
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Hecate, who formed it out of the foam of Cerberus, 
when dragged from the lower regions by Hercules, 
as we find by the following lines : 

U And now arrives unknown, /Egeus’ seed, 

Who great in name, had two-sea’d isthmus freed ; 
Whose undeserved ruin Media sought, 

By mortal Aconite, from Scythia brought ; 

This from the Echidnean dog dire essence draws. 
There is a blind steep cave, with foggy jaws, 
Through which the bold Tyrinthian hero strained, 
Bragged Cerberus with adamant enchain’d ; 

Who backward hung, and scowling looked askew 
On glorious day, with anger rabid grew ; 

Three howls, three barks, at once with his three heads. 
And in the grass his foaming poison sheds : 

This sprung, attracting from the fruitful soil 
Dire nourishment, and power of deathful spoil. 

The rural swains, because it takes delight 
In barren rocks, surnamed it Aconite.” 

The deleterious effects of the Monkswood have 
not prevented its use in medicine, and the skill of 
the physician has been able to apply it in various 
ways ; but as with all other virulent agents, the 
greatest care is requisite in its application. It 
should be administered in very small doses, and 
under the direction of a skilful hand. It is ge- 
nerally used in cases of rheumatism. 



